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F RIENDS _ FzrLow-CITIZENs, 


EARLS HE Genzrat-ASSEMBLY of this 
Carats State having thought proper ta 
T | iſſue precepts to the ſeveral towns 
1 within the ſame, for chooſing de- 
** legates to form a Convention for 
. purpoſe of framing a civil Conſtitution for 
ie people of this State; and the Convention 
0 + having met in conſequence of ſuch choice, after 
I maturely deliberating on the important ſubject, 
agree to report the following plan, which with 
the humbleſt deference is ſubmitted to your im- 
partial conſideration. 5 


Tux taſk of forming a Confliturion, es EL — j 
not only to our preſent ſituation but to the pro- 
bable ſituation and circumſtances of remote poſ- 

A. eerity, 


%%% CTC 
terity, is an arduous one indeed! How far we 
have ſucceeded in it you are the ſole judges. It 

is your intereſt as well as duty, to examine it 
with the moſt critical attention; and it is your 
unqueſtionable right to propoſe ſuch alterations 


2s you may judge neceſſary, to approve and eſ- 
| tabliſh it as it now ſtands, or wholly to reject it. 


_ A yxRFECT ſyſtem of Government is not to 
be expected in 5 5 preſent imperfect ſtate of 
Humanity. But could a faultleſs one be framed, 
it would not be univerſally approved unleſs its 
judges were all equally perfect. Much leſs then, 
may we preſume to hope that the plan here of- 
fered to view will meet with univerſal approba- 
tion. Unanimity of ſentiment is ſeldom to 
be found in any caſe; _ are ny - 
reaſons for deſpairing | „% the. - 
ſent. Beſides the common fare for vari- 
_ ety of opinions on points in general, there are 
new and particular ones in the caſe before us 5 
FPphere is nothing which out open, avowed ene — * 
mies more dread than to fee the ſeveral States, 
each. formed into a permanent and well-con- | 
ſtructed body-politic, as nothing, under God, 
can more contribute to the ſtability of their 
councils, or the ſucceſs of their exertions. Nor 
have we any reaſon to doubt but that our ſecret, 
internal enemies are equally averſe thereto. 
Every artifice will be deviſed, every effort tried, 
to fruſtrate an event equally dreaded by both. 
Let us guard n their en 5 
| NoR 


4 


| Nog is it our enemies only we have t6 
"Trina, We have much to fear from our 
friends from thoſe who wiſh well to the 


common cauſe, and are e equally epa to the 


common enemy. 


. love of Poway. is ſo alluting, we bad 
almoſt ſaid infatuating, that few have ever been 
able to reſiſt its bewitching influence. Wherever 
power is lodged there is a conſtant propenſity 

to enlarge its b6undaries. Much more then, 


will thoſe with whom it is entruſted, agonize to 
retain all that! is expreſly delegated to them. 


Wurn the . of this State firſt thought pro- 
per to aſſume government for themſelves, it was 


a time of difficulty and peril. That form which 
was the ſimpleſt, and firſt 
their view, in the perturbation of ſpirits that 
MF then prevailed, they adopted without that tho- 
= rough diſcufſion and calm deliberation which ſo 
important an object required. 
tended to be laſting. 
| by themſelves to be wee 


ö 

8. I; this W form, the 1 iflatire and 
executive powers of government were veſted in 
» | one body, to wit, in a General-Court, conſiſting ” 

: of two branches, a Houſe of Repreſentatives and 

1 a Council. Nor was any proviſion made therein 


= for the exerciſe of the executive- power in the 


receſs of the Genera Allembly. So great a 


defect 


preſented itſelf to 


It was not in- 
It was expreſsly e 
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3 defect was Fan Biſcovered und felt; ; and the : 


Court thus eſtabliſhed by the Conſtitution, 


without any new Authority derived from the 


people, or without even conſulting them, 


patch'd this flaw by delegating to a number of 


perſons, whom they termed © TheCommittee of 


Safety,” the executive power, to be by them exer- 


ciſed in the receſs of theGeneral-Afſembly; which 


mode has been fince co ntinued, and the Committee 


have made an important part of the government. 


A FURTHER defect, amonginnumerableothers, 


is the want of an Excluſion-Bill: In conſe- 


quence of which, many of the individuals who 


compoſe the iforementioned body, aſſiſt in en- 


acting laws, in explaining and applying them, 


and in . into execution. 


Can it ſeem ſtrange he hue ſuch perſons, 
and indeed all who are veſted with the afore- 
mentioned powers, ſhould be backward in re- 


ceiving and approving of a Conſtitution that fo # 
remarkably retrenches them? that ſets out in 
direct oppoſition to the preſent one, with this 
poſition, that the three eſſential powers of go- 
vernment ought ever to be kept totally inde- 
pendent of each other? It is not ſtrange, it is 
perfectly natural; and the fact is fully verified 
by the length of time which the preſent form of 
government has been permitted to continue. 
But we truſt, you will with a manly and be- 
coming. firranels, oppoſe every intereſted adviſer, 


reject | 


5 . Fore 
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reject every ſelfiſh motive, and with a noble 
independency of ſpirit even of yourſelves judge _ 
what Tights > oo. 8 


Havinc premiſed theſe things, we will pro- 
ceed to conſider as critically as the limits of our 
time will admit, the frame of government here- 
with exhibited to your view); its principles, and 


ſome of the motives that induced us to prefer it 
to any other ſyſtem which occurred to us. 


AvAILING ourſelves of the various theories 


and forms of government we-could meet, with, 


whether new or old, examining their principles, 
and comparing them, as far as we were able, 
with experience, the ſureſt touchſtone, and moſt 
infallible comment, we collected ſufficient, and 


we hoped the beſt, materials for the political 
building now preſented to your view. 


Tu three powers of government, before 


1 . hinted at, to wit--- The legiſlative, or power of 
making laws---The judicial, or power of ex- 
I pounding and applying them to each particular 

caſe-- And the executive, to carry them into ef- 
fect, and give the political machine life and mo- 


tion: Theſe three important powers we have 
thought proper to keep as ſeperate and diſtinct 


as poſſible, for the following reaſons, - 


Ir they ſhould be all united, the government. 


The fame party would be legiſlator, accuſer, 


would then be a complete ſyſtem of tyranny. 


Judge, and executioner, Is 


1 4 15 


8 "Tp the legiſlative and judicial p powers ſhould 5 
united, the maker of the law would be the interpre- 
ter thereof, and might make it ſpeak what language 
beſt pleaſed him, to the total abolition of Juſtice, 


Ie the executive and legiſlative powers ſhould. 
be veſted in one body, ſtill greater evils would 
follow. This body would cn only ſuch laws 
as it wiſhed to carry into execution, and would, 
| beſides, entirely abſorb and deſtroy the Judicial 
power, one of the greateſt ſecurities of the life, 
liberty, and property of the ſubject; and in fine, 
would produce the lame Cop of ena firſt 


mentioned, 


AND laſtly, Gould the executive, and judicial 
powers be 5 the great barrier againſt op- 
reſſion would be at once deſtroyed: The laws 
would be made to bend to the will of that power 
which ſought to execute them with the moſt 


unbridled rapacity. 


Three ſeveral powers ſhould 115 ha 3 ” 


dent ; in order to which they are formed with a 
mutual check upon each other. We fhall _ 
ceed to conſider them diſtinctiy. | 


Tat Legiſlative-power we have Salted 1n a 
Senate and Houſe of Repreſentatives (with the 
. reſerve hereafter mentioned) each of which bran- 
ches is to have'a negative on the other ;-and either 
may originate apy Bill, except for the grant of 


monies, which is always to originate 11 the Houſe, 
oy 
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Any alterations or amendments may be propoſed 


by either branch, in all caſes. We have given 


the ſupreme- executive power the right of reviſing 
and objecting to all the acts paſſed by the legiſla- 
ture, for reaſons hereafter to be mentioned. 


Tus manner of electing the ſecond branch, or 


Houſe of Repreſentatives, as it is new, requires 


a particular diſcuſſion. 


% 


__ ExppxrienCs muſt have convinced every one 
| Who Has been, in any degree, converſant with the 
tranſacting of buſineſs in public bodies, that a very 
large afſembly is not the moſt convenient for the 
_ purpoſe. There is ſeldom ſo much order, and 
never ſo much diſpatch, as is to be found in a ſmal- 
ler body. The reaſon is obvious. This has given 
birth to the mode of chuſing committees out of 
the whole body; and experience hath demonſtra- 
_ _ ted its utility. The Convention, therefore, were 
of opinion, that the confining this fecond branch 
do the number of fifty, which appeared to them 


ſufficiently large for every purpoſe, would be at- 


tended with the following ſalutary conſequences.” | 


FirsT, There would be, probably, a greater - 


p ropo rtion of ſuitable men,than in a larger body. 
The manner of their choice, they being twice 


ſifted, would likewiſe greatly promote this. The 


debates, would of courſe, be conducted with more 
wiſdom, and unanimity. From their numbers 


merely, there would be much leſs confuſion, and 


5 B infinitely 


3 


K 


inßnitely more e diſpatch, This wes of. TY 


duce an amazing faving in the expence, inde- 
pendent of the difference between paying fifty, 


15 ty, 
and three times that number. For theſe an ad 


many other reaſons, the reducing and confining | 
this branch to a ſmall number, was ſurely an 
atchievement devoutly to be wiſhed ! But how 


was it tobe effected ? Should.the mode hitherto 


practiſed of chuſing members, be continued, 


25 150 three towns in the State . be 25 


led to elect one. Should ſeveral towns be 
9 together till a number ſufficiently large 
was collected to chooſe a repreſentative, this 


| would be abridging the priviledges of towns, con- 


founding them with each other, and deſtroying 
their independence. This has been practiſed in 
fome few inſtances, but has been the ſource of 


8 888 complaint, and many heavy Frils.. 


Tre Convention therefore, after revolving the 


matter with the utmoſt attention, could hit upon 
no method that appeared to them, in all reſpects, 

ſo unexceptionable as the one here offered. . By 
allowing every town and pariſh. having fifty rate 


bie polls o elect one member to compoſe a cer- 
tain bodv. out of which the people” s repreſenta- 
tives are to de choſen, almoſt every town and 
pariſh within the State that would wiſh to exert 


the priviledge, is. included, and even ſuch as have 


lels than fifty rateable polls are permitted to join 
another. Beſides, in a few years, tis probable, 


there will be no towns which have not fifty fa- 
| milies 


ö 
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miles at leaſt withia the stats. The larger 
| towns being permitted to chooſe in the ſame 8 


portion renders the repreſentation as equal as 
the nature of things will admit. 


Tursz bodies thus choſen, o one in each county, 
after dividing the diſtricts as mentioned in the 
Conſtitution, are reſpectively to chooſe from 
among themſelves the repreſentatives of the peo - 
ple to ſit in the General. Court. This mode will 
be found, perhaps, as free, equal, and perfect, as 
any that can be deviſed. The objection, that in 
this way each town will not know, nor have the 
power of deſignating i its own repreſentative, will, 
perhaps, on examination, be found one of the 
ſtrongeſt arguments in its favor. Theſe intereſt- 


ed views, that party ſpirit, and zeal for rivalry, 


which too often takes place in towns on ſuch | 
_ occaſions, will be hereby in a great meaſure de- 
| ftroyed ; and the people will be under a neceſ- 
** of ng upon higher and better principles. 


Tur proviſion for public the journals of 
both Houſes at the cloſe of each T:flion, ſuper- 
cedes another objection that might be ſtarted 

againſt the want of information among the peo- 
ple, that the ſmallneſs of the Repreſentative- body 


might otherwiſe occaſion. The only remaining 


objection of any weight, is the ill conſequences 


that may ariſe from the aſſembling ſo large a 
number of people together at the County-Con- 


vientions. To this it is replied, that the County- 
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8 thro the rats, wall be divided inte 
five ſeperate and diſtant bodies---that all will ſit 
on the ſame day---and probably not more than 
one day, unleſs upon extraordinary occafions--- 
that they will be the choſen ones of the people, 
a moſt reſpectable body, with too much buſine. 
on their hands to allow them time for diflipation, 
and too much of the people's welfare at their 


hearts to permit them to ſow ſedition, And even 


allowing ſome of the inconveniences hinted at 
really to follow, they muſt be leſs than if all 
ſhould unite in one General-Aſſembly, and fit, 
not one or two days only, but half the year, in 
the proportion of a hundred to one. 
Wx have been thus particular upon this head 
of repreſentation, partly on account of the novelty 


ohe mode, and partly from a full conviction of 


the vaſt importance of the Thing. And we leave 
it for your faithful diſcuſſion; obſerving as we 
do it, that it is what many great, wiſe, and learn- 
ed men of our own, and other days, have wiſhed 
to ſee put in practice, and have not ſeen it. 


Tur choice and powers of the SznaTz, ha- 


_ ving leſs of novelty, and being ſufficiently ex- 
plained in the Conſtitution, we ſhall paſs over 
With a bare mention, and proceed to the 

ExECUTIVE-PowER. 

ITuis Power is the active principle i in all go- 
vernments: It is the ſoul, and without it the 
body-politic is but a dead corple. 


ITs department is to put in execution all the | 


laws enacted by the legiſlative- body. It ought 
- | therefore | 


e 


er 
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N to have the appointment of all the dil 5 
8 officers of the State. It is at the head of the 
7 militia, and therefore ſhouid have equally the ap- 


pointment of all the military-officers within the 


ſame. Its characteriſtic requiſites are ſecrecy, 
vigour, and diſpatch. The fewer perſons, there- 
fore, this ſupreme- power is truſted with, the 
greater probability there is that theſe requifites 
will be found, The Convention therefore, on the 
matureſt deliberation, have thought it beſt to lodge 
this power 1n the hands of one, whom they have 
ſtiled Tus GOVERNOR. They have, indeed, 
array'd him with honors, they ve armed him 
with power, and ſet him on high. But ſtill he 
is only the right-hand of your power, and the 
| mirror of your majeſty. Every poflible proviſi- 
on is made to guard againſt the abuſe of this high 


betruſtment, and protect the rights of the people. 
Tur manner of his choice is ſuch, that he is 


the moſt perfect repreſentative of the people. He 
can take no one ſtep of importance 25 out the. 

-. advice of his privy- council; and he is elected 
annually. But, as if this was too little, no one 
perſon is capable of being elected oftener than 
three years in ſeven. Every neceſſary and uſeful 
qvalification is required in him, in point of age, 
religion, reſidency, and fortune. In addition te 
all which, he is liable for every miſconduct to be 
impeached, tried and diſplaced, by the two legif- 


lative branches; and is de hg to the laws be- 


ſides, equally with the meaneſt ſubject of the 
8 ＋T 18 controlled and checked himſelf, 
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the Convention So it 3 ad mo 
fary, that he, in turn, ſhould have fore check on 
the legiſlative- power. They therefore gave him 
the right of objecting to and ſuſ pending, tho' not 
the abſolute control over the acts of that body; 
which they thought indiſpenſably neceſſary to 
repel any encroachments on the executive Power, g 
and preſerve its independency. 

THe Judicial e fails next under our 
conſideration. 

Tunis comprehends the Judges of the ſeveral 
courts, and the Juſtices of peace throughout the 
State. Theſe are all appointed by the Governor, 
with the advice of Council, but not remova- 
ble by him in caſe of mal · conduct, but by the 
| legiſlature---and i in no caſe without the Interven- 

tion of that body, | 
Tux Judges all hold el offces during good 
behaviour ; the only proper tenure, eſpecially for 
the Judges of the Supreme- Court of Judicature, 
as they ought, in a peculiar manner, to feel them- 
ſelves independent and fee, and as none would 
be at the pains to qualify themſelves for ſuch im- 
portant places, if they were liable to be removed 
at pleaſure. As another inducement for perſons 
foto qualify themſelves, as an encouragement to 
vigilance, and an antidote to bribery and corrup- 
tion; adequate, honorable, and permanent fala- 
ries to the Judges of the Supreme Court in a par- 
ticular manner, we have made eſſential in the 
Deu tuen, and do now moſt Arco recom- 
| mend, . 
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Tur alteration of Juſtices cott fror 


' iſs 9 ve years, is to guard againſt age, incapa- 


city, and too large a number ; to ſecure the ap- 


pointment of the beſt ; and to prevent oo fre- 


quent addrefles and impeachments. Tou will - 


judge of the propriety and expediency of this 
innovation, and. either give it your | ſanction or not, 
as appears to you beſt. 


TE reaſons for the EXCLUSION. BILL, : are 


too obvious to need pointing out. Sad experi- 
ence has evinced the neceffity of ſuch a provi- 


fron. Beſides the interference of ſeveral offices 


held by the ſame perſon, in point of time, which 


we have often ſeen; and the difficulty of one man's 


giving his attention to many matters fufficiently to 


underſtand them all, vhich we have too often felt; 


there is a {ill ſtronger reaſon, which is the diffi- 
culty of a man's p.eſerving his integrity in diſ- 
charging the duties of each unſtained at leaſt 
by ſuſpicion. 

From the deepeſt :mpreſſion of the vaſt i im- 
portance of LITERATURE in a free govern- 


ment, we have inter woven it with, ard made its 


protection and encouragement a part of the Con- 
ſtitution itſelkt. 


The BILL of RIGHTS contains the eſſential 
principles of the Conſtitution. It is the fonnda- 


tion on which the whole palitical fabric is reared, 


and 5s couſequently,a moſt important part thereof. 
We have endeavour'd therein to aſcertain and 
define the moſt important and eſſential natural 


rights of men. We _ TG CEE betwixt 


the 


* * 1 
7 


the altenable and abalienable rights" For the fors ö 
mer of which, men may receive an equivalent; for 


- the latter, or the RIGHTS of CON SCIENCE, 
_ they can receive none : The World itſelf being 


_ wholly inadequate to the purchaſe. *For what is 


à man profited, though he ſhould gain the whole 
world, and loſe his own foul ” )“ 


Tu various modes of worſhip among man- 


kind, are founded in their various ſentiments and 


beliefs concerning the GREAT OBJECT of all 
religious worſhip and adoration, = therefore to 


H alone, and not to man, are they accountable 
for them. 4 


Tavs the n have e to 


| explain as particularly as they could without treſ- 


paſſing on your patience, the reaſons and princi- 
ples upon which they have laboured to form this 


\ Conſtitution. They have done it in integrity and 


faithfulneſs. They conceived themſelves as part 
of the community for which the Conſtitution is 


Intended, and therefore equally intereſted with 


the het members in framing the beſt. What- 


ever latent defects there may be in it, time will 
_ diſcover them---and, at the end of ſeven years, 


proviſion is made that they may be amended 
Confiding therefore, in your candour, and hum- 
bly imploring on your behalf, that aſſiſtance 


| . which the fountain of wiſdom fees you need, we 


leave it in your hahds, and wait with chearful 
acquieſcence, your deciſion. | 
In the Name, and purſuant 40 a Reſolution of the Convention, 


GEORGE ATKINSON, Pre, dent. 
al. * . SE WALL, Secretary, 
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| GOVERNMENT, 

5 „„ Agreed upon by the Der scans 

IE | | 

TT 20 or Tur 

to 

9 rorrr of the State of New- Haxomn, 

i- 1 „„ | 

+ CONVENTION, 

oy 1 Begun and held at Concord, on the ſecorfff | 

ch Iueſday of June, 1781, and continued by 

t- | Adjournment to the ſecond 8 8 

80 . 3 of September following : | 

= To be ſubmitted to the PzoPLE for their 

n- e in order to the completing « of the 

V] conformity to their amend- 

1 | ments, at a ſeſſion to be holdem 
„„ for that purpoſe, on the 

% | ũ - mw Wedneſday of 


. F January next. 
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'F A D ” 1, 
DECLARATION OF THR RIGHTS 
OF THE- 


PEOPLE or NEW. Hanus RE. 


eee 


ARTICLE 1. 
LL men are born equilly free and ins 
dependent, therefore all government of 
right originates from the people, is founded 
in conſent, and inſtituted for the general good. 
. 
1 men have certain natural, eſfential, and V! 
inen rights, among which are---the enjoy {2 
ing and defending life and liberty- acquiring, 
poſſeſſing and protecting property - and in a 
word, of 1 8 and obtaining ape 


0 . 


E 

© 
Warn men enter into a ſtate of ſociety they 
ſurrender up ſome of their natural rights to that 


ſociety in order to enſure the protection of 


others, and without ſuch an equivalent the 
ſubrendoe i is yoid, 
IV; 


| Amons the St rights, ſome are in their 
very nature unalienable, becauſe no equivalent 
can be given or received for them. Of this 

kind are the RIGHTS of CONSCIENCE. 


EvERY individual has a natural and unalien- 


able right to worſhip G O D according to the 


dictates of his own conſcience, and reaſon---- 
and no ſubjeR ſhall be hurt, moleſted, or re- 
Arained in his perſon, liberty or eſtate for 


worſhipping G O D, in the manner and ſcaſon 


moſt agrecable to the dictates of his own con- 
ſcience, or for his religious profeſſion, ſenti- 
ments or perſuaſion; provided he doth not 


diſturb the public peace, or diſturb others 1 in 


their Feligious worſhip. 
| VI. 
1 morality and piety, rightly 3 on 
ene principles, will give the beſt and 
greateſt ſecurity to government, and will lay 


in the hearts of men the ſtrongeſt obligations 
to due ſubjection; and as the knowledge of 


: theſe, i 7s ha likely to be propagated through 

a ſocicty by the inftitution of the public wor- 
m 7 ol che Deixx aud of hat inſt ruction in 

morality 


- 
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morality and religion ; therefore to promote 
thoſe important purpoſes, the people of this 
State have a right to impower, and do hereby 


—— * 


fully impower the Legiſlature to authorize 


from time to time, the ſeveral towns, pariſhes, 


bodies-corporate or religious ſocieties within 
this State, to make adequate proviſion at their 
own expence, for the-ſupport and maintenance 
of public proteſtant teachers of piety, religion 
and morality : ; „„ 


Provided notuithſtanding, That the ſeveral 


towns, pariſhes, bodies- corporate or religious 
ſocieties, ſhall at all times have the exclufive 


right of electing their own public teachers, 


and of contracting with them for their ſup- 
port and maintenance. And no perſon of any 
one particular religious ſect or denomination, - 
ſhall ever be compelled to pay towards the 


ſupport of the teacher or teachers of another 


perſuaſion, ſe& or denomination. 
Ap every denomination of chriſtians de- 


meaning themſelves quietly and as good ſub- 


jects of the State, ſhall be equally under the 


protection of the law: And no ſubordination 


of any one ſect or denomination to another, 
hall ever be eſtabliſhed by law. 1 
Ab nothing herein ſhall be underſtood to 
affect any former contracts made for the ſup- 
port of the miniſtry, but all ſuch contracts 
ſhall remain and be in the fame Rate as if this 


Conſtitution had not been made, 


„% Lj. 


Nog. 


20 
5 NI... | 

Tur people of this State have the ſole and | 
exclulive right of governing themſelves as a 
Tree, lovereign; and independent State, and do, 
and torever hereafter ſhall, exerciſe, and en- 
joy every power, Juriſdiction and right per- 
taining thereto, which is not, or may not here- 
after be by them expreſsly delegated to the 
United States of America in Congreſs afſem- 
Died. - * | 

| VIII. 

Ar L power reſiding originally i in, and 1 2 

derived from the people, all the magiſtrates, 
and officers of government, are their ſubſtitutes 
and agents, and at all times accountable te 
| them, | 

IX. 

No office or place whatſoever | in govern- 
ment ſhall be Pera abilities and 
integrity requiſite in all, not being tranimiſſible 
to e or relations 

| X- | 

' GoverRNmENT i inſtituted for the com · 
mon benefit, protection, and ſecurity of tho 
whole c. mmvnity, and not for the private 
intereſt or emolument ot any one man, family, 
or claſs of men, therefore whenever the ends 
of government are perverted, and public liberty 
maniieſtly endangered, and all other means 
of redreſs are ineffectval, the people may, and 
of right ought, to referm the old, or eftabliſh | 
&@ new gov cinment; ; che doQrine of non- re- 

0 — hilanco. 
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good and happineſs of mankind. 
>, 
All elections ought to be free, and every 


elected into oflice. 
N. 


EvERX he; of the community has a 


Aſtance againſt arbitrary power, and oppreſ- | 
ſion is abſuid, ſlaviſh, and deſtructive of the 


jnkabiane of the State having the p oper qua · 
lifications, bas equal right to elect, and bo 


* . 7 
*. 


right to be protected by it in the enjoymene 


ot his life, liberty and property---he | is there- 


fore bound to contribute his ſhare | in the ex- 


pence of ſuch protection, and to yield his per- 


ſonal ſervice when neceſſary, or an equivalent. 


But no part of a man's property ſhall be taken 


from him, or applied to public uſes, without 


his own conſent, or that of the Repreſentative 


body of the people. Nor are the inhabitants 


of this State controulable by any other laws 


than thoſe to which they or their Repreſenta- 


tie body have given their conſent. 


XIII. 


No perſon who is conſcientioally ſcrupu- 


lous about the lawfalneſs of bearing arms, 


ſhall be compelled thereto, provided he will 


pay an equivalent. 
e 
Bei ſubject of this State is entitled to a 


certain romaily, by having recourſe to the 


laws, for all injuries he may receive in his 


and 


= — — 


perſon, PEN or r character, to obtain right 


* 2 . 
Fo A ; } , 


and juſticE a without ks lid: to 
purchaſe it ; completely, and without any 
_ denial ; promptly, and without delay, con- 
forrcably tothe laws. _ 
XV. 
No fubjeR ſhall be held to Ja for any 
crime, or offence, until the ſame is fully and 
plainly, ſubſtantially and formally, d deſcribed 
to him ; or be compelled to accuſe or furniſh 
evidence againſt himſelf, And every ſubject 
ſhall have a right to produce all proofs that 
may be favorable to himſelf ; to meet the 
witneſſes againſt him face to face, and to be 
fully heard in his defence by himſelf, and 
7 Counſel. Ard no ſubje& ſhall be arreſted, 
impriſoned, deſpoiled, or deprived of his pro- 
perty, immunities, or privileges, put out of 
the protection of the law, exiled, or deprived 
of his life, liberty, or eiae but by the judg- 
ment of Eis peers or the law of the land, 
XVI. 

No ſobje c ſhall be liable to be tried; after 
an acquittal, for any crime or offence whatſo- 
evct. Nor ſhall the Legiſlature make any law 
that ſhall ſubject any perſon to a capital puniſh- 
ment, excepting for the government of the 
army and navy, and the militia i in actual ſer- 
vice, without trial by jury. 

XVII. | 

IN criminal profecuiions, the trial of fhats i in 
the vicinity where they happen, is ſo effential 

to the ſecurity of the life, liberty and eſtate of 
e „ie 


4 


the altizen, that no crime or offence ouglit to 
be tried in any other ner than where it is 


committed. 


XVIII. 


Al penalties ought to be proportioned to 


the nature of the en No wiſe. Legi- 
flature will affix the ſame puniſhment to the 


crimes of theft, forgery and the like, that they 
do to thoſe of aides and treaſon, where che 


fame undiſtinguiſhing ſeverity is exertedagainſt 
all offences the people are led to forget the 


real diſtinction in the crimes themſelves, and 
to commit the moſt flagrant with as little com- 
punction as they do thoſe of the lighteſt dye, 
for the ſame reaſon a multitude of ſanguinary 
laws are both impolitic and unjuſt. The trug 
defign of all puniſhments 5 to ee = 
to exterminate, mankind. | HL 
NNE = 

Evzry ſubjea hath a right to be ſecure 

from all unreaſonable ſearches and ſeizures of 


his perſon, his houſes, his papers, and all his 
poſſeſſions. All warrants, therefore, are con- 
trary to this right, if the cauſe or foundation 
ot them, be not previoufly ſupported by oath, 
or affir mation; and if the order in the war- 
rant to a civil officet; to make ſearch in ſuſ- 


pected places, or to arreſt one or more ſuſ- 


pected perſons, or to ſeize their property, be 


not accompanied with a ſpecial deſignation 
of che per ſons or objects of ſearch, arreſt, or 


icizure ; ; and no Warrant ought to be iſſued 


w 
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- but in caſes, and with the formalkies preferib- 
ed by the laws. 5 | 
In all controverſies concerning property; 
and in all ſuits between two or more perſons, 
cx pt in cales in which it has been hereto- 
fore otherwiſe uſed and practiſed, the parties 
have a right to a trial by jury; and this me- 
thod of procedure ſhall be held ſacred, unleſs 
in cauſes arifing on the high ſeas, and ſuch as 
relate to mariners wages, the Legiflature ſhall 
find it neceſſary hereafcer to alter it. 
. 7 
' In 7 2 to reap the fulleſt adrantags of 
the ineſtimable priviledge of the trial bv Jux v, 
mn care ought to be taken that none bit 
uglified perſons ſhould be capable of ſerving, 
= ſuch ought to be fully compenſated for 
their travel, time and 2ttendance. 


» 
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7 Taz | 'berty of the Preſs is efſential to the 
nt 1 ſecurity of freedom in a State ; it ought there- 
| fore to be inviolably prefery ed. = 
3 ACHE = 
wo 1. Rrxosrre iv laws are highly injurious, 


|» 1 and unjuſt. No ſuch laws there- 
. fore ſhould be made, either for the deciſion 
of civil cauſcs, or the puniſhmeat of offences, 
„ 3 
A well 8 militia is the proper, na- 
Jun and furs defence of iat 0 
SOT OY 


% 


body. 


„ 


SrAxNDHfN armies are e ang to Nberty, | 


4 ought not to be raiſed or kept up without 
: the conſent of the Legiſlature. 


XXVI. TEES. 
In all cafes, and at all times, the military 


ought to be under ſtrict ſubordination to, and 


governed by the civil Power, 
. 
No ſoldier in time of peace ſhall be quar- 
ter'd in any houſe without the conſent of the 


owner, and in time of war ſuch quarters ought 
not to be made but hy the civil magiſtrate, in 
A manner ordained by the Legiſlature, | 


XXVIII. 
No fubſi dy, charge, tax, impoſt or dy 


ſhall be eſtabliſhed, fixed, laid, or levied, un- 


der any pretext whatſoever, without the con- 


ſent of the people or their Repreſentatives i in 


the Legiſlature or authority derived from that 


XXIX. | 3 
Txsz power of ſuſpending the laws, or the 
execution of them, ought never to be exerciſed 
but by the Legiſlature, or by authority derived 
e to be exerciſed in ſuch particular 
caſes only as the Chee ſhall e | 
provide for.” 0 
XXX. 5 
Tas freedom of 4 ſpeecti, and 
debate, in cither Houſe of the Legiſlature, is fo 


a” 


eſſential te the rights of the people, that it 


cannot 


— — — — 
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| 
cannot be the foundation of any action, com. 
plaint, or proſecution, in any other 8 of 7 


Pore whatlioever. 


XXXI. 


Tux 1 ought frequently to Rom. 
e for the redreſs of grievances, for correcting, 
ſtrengthening and confirming the laws, and 
for making new ones, as the common Sood i 
may require. 


XXXII. 


Tur people have a right in an orderly and 


Peaceable manner, to aſſemble in order to con- 
ſult upon the common good, give inſtructions 


to their Repreſentatives ; and to requeſt of 


the Legillative-body, by way of petition or 


remonſtrance, redreſs of the wrongs done 


them, and of the gricvances they ſuffer. 


XXX IHE 
No magiſtrate or court of law ſhall demand 


_exceilive bail or ſureties, impoſe exceſſive fines, 


or inflict cruel or unvſual puniſhmeats. 
| NAN 
No perſon can in any cafe be 1 to 
law-martial, or to any. pains, or penakies, by 


virtue of that law, except thoſe employed in 
the army or navy, and except the militia in 


actual ſervice, but by tho 0 of the 


Le giſlature. 


| XXXV. : 
Ix is effential to the preſervation. of the 
rights of every individual, his life, liberty, 
property and character, that there be an 
impartial 
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ſtanding laws. 


1 L 


5 tee of the laws, at 


| adminiſtration of Juſtice. It 18 the right 
of every citizen to be tried by judges- as im- 


partial as the. lot of humanity will admit, 
It is therefore not only the beſt policy but for 
the ſecurity of the rights of the people that the 


- Judges of the Supreme (or Superior) Judicial 
Court ſhould hold their offices ſo long as they _ 


behave well ; and that they ſhould have ho- 
norable e aſcertained and eſtabliſhed by 


XXXVI. 5 
Ecodor being a moſt eenttal virtue in all 
States, more eſ pecially. in a young one, no perſon 
ought to receive any ſtipend, or ſalary, but as 
an "equivalent for actual ſervices- and the Le- 
giſlature-ought to be exceeding cautious of 
granting Penſions, en, for life. 
In the government of 5 State, the three | 


eſſential powers thereof, to wit, the LEG ISL A- 


TIVE, EXE£CUTIvE and Jovictar, ought to be 
kept as ſeparate from and independent of each 


other, as the nature of a free government will 


admit, or as is conſiſtent with that chain of 
connection that binds the whole fabric of the 
conſtitution in one indiſſoluble bond of union 
and amity, 


-” e 


A 1 recurrence to ihe fundamental 
principles of the conſtitution, and a conſtant 
adherence to Juſtice, moderation, temperance, 


'D 2 JS = 


CEL 


induftry, „ and all 45 ſocial. virtues, , 
are indeſpenſably neceſſary to preſerve the 
| bleſſings of liberty and good government; 
the people ought therefore, to have a particu» - 
lar regard to all thoſe principles in the choice 
of their officers and repreſentatives ; And they 
Have a right to require of their law-givers and 
| magiſtrates an exact and conſtant obſervance 
ot them in the formation and execution of the 
laws neceflary for the goon adminiſtration of 
„ 
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4 FORM or GOVERNMENT 
© FOR THE | 
F STATE of NEW- HAMPSHIRE. 
> 
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Tu people inhabiting the 8 We 
called the Province of New-Hampſhire, do 
hereby ſolemnly and mutually agree with each 
other, to form themſelves into a free, ſovereign, 

and independent Body-politic or State, by the _ 
Name of the STATE or NEW-HAMPSHIRE. — 


THE GENERAL COURT; 


THE ſupreme legiſlative power within this 
State ſhall be veſted in a Senate and Houſe of 
Repreſentatives, each of which ſhall have a ne- 

gative on the other. 5 
Tux Senate and Houſe ſhall ann ie every 
year on the firſt Wedneſday of June, and at ſuch 
. other times as they may judge neceſſary, and 
_ ſhall diſſolve, and be diſſolved, ſeven days next | 
preceeding the ſaid firſt Wedneſday of June; 5 
and ſhall be ſtiled THE GENERAL COURT CY 
- OP NEW-HAMPSHIRE, 5 8 3 
0 
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No bill e or lo 4 the. . or Houſe of-- 


= Repreſentatives ſhall become a law, and have force 


as ſuch, until it ſhall have been laid before the 


Governor for his reviſal: And if he, upon ſuch 


reviſion, approve thereof, he ſhall fignify his 


approbation by ſigning the ſame. But if he has 
any objection to the paſſing of ſuch bill or reſolve, 
he ſhall return the ſame, together with his ob- 

jections thereto, in writing, to the Senate or Houſe 
of Repreſentatives, in which ſoever the ſame ſhall 
have originated; who ſhall enter the objections 
ſent down by che Governor, at large, on their 


records, and proceed to reconſider the ſaid bill or 


reſolve: But if upon ſuch reconſideration, three 


quarters of the ſaid Senate or Houſe of Repreſen- 
tatives, ſhall notwithſtanding the ſaid objections, 


agree to paſs the ſame, it ſhall, together with the 
objections, be lent to the other branch of the Le- 


giflature, where it ſhall be alſo reconſidered, and 
if Approved by three quarters of the members 
preſent, it ſhall have the force of a law: But in 


all ſuch caſes, the votes of both Houſes ſhalt be 
determined by yeas and nays; and the names of 


the perſons voting for, or againſt, the ſaid bill or 


reivive, thall be entered 10 the public records 


of the State, | 
AN p in order to prevent unneceſſary 1 if 


any bill or reſolve ſhall not be returned by the 


Governor within eight days after it ſhall have 


been preſented, the ſame hall have RE force of 
a law. 
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Tu 8 8 hall FS 14 full 


5 | power and authority. to ere& and conſtitute judi- 
cCatories and courts of. record, or other courts,to be 
| holden in the name of the State, for the hearing, ; 
_ trying, and determining all manner of crimes, 
offences, pleas, proceſſes, plaints, actions, caufes, 
matters and things, whatſoever, ariſing, or hap- 
pening within this State, or between or concern- 


ing perſons inhabiting, or reſiding or brought 
within the ſame, whether the ſame be criminal 
or civil, or whether the crimes be capital, or not 


capital, and whether the ſaid pleas be real, perſonal 


or mixt; and for the awarding and iſſuing Exe- 


cution thereon: To which courts and judicatories 
are hereby given and granted full power and au- 
thority, from time to time, to adminiſter oaths or 
afficmations, for the better diſcovery of truth in 


any matter in controverſy, or depending belörs 
them. 
Ax D farther, Full power and e are 


hereby given and granted to the ſaid General 


Court, from time to time, to make, ordain, and 
eſtabliſh, all manner of wholeſome and reaſonable 
orders, laws, ſtatutes, ordinances, directions and 
inſtructiops, either with penalties or without; ſo 

as the ſame be not repugnant or contrary to this 


Conſtitution, as they may judge for the benefit and 


welfare of this State, and for the governing and 
ordering thereof, and of the ſubjects of the ſame, 


for the neceſſary ſupport and defence of the go- | 


vernment thereof ; and to name and ſettle annu- 


ally, or PLOW: DY fixed Jaws, for the naming and 
e 5 e 


whom, are hereafter in this form of government 
other wiſe provided for; and to ſet forth the ſeveral 
duties, powers and limits, of the ſeveral civil and 
military officers of this State; and the forms of 


ſuch oaths or affirmations, as ſhall be reſpectively 
adminiſtred unto them for the execution of their 


ſeveral offices and places, ſo as the ſame be not 
repugnant or contrary to this Conſtitution ; and 
alſo to impoſe fines, mulcts, impriſonments, and 
other puniſhments ; and to impoſe and levy pro- 
portional and reaſonable aſſeſſments, rates and 
taxes, upon all the inhabitants of, and reſidents 
within the faid State; and upon all eſtates within 


| the fame; to be iſſued and diſpoſed of by warrant | 
under the hand of the Governor of this State for 


the time being, with the advice and conſent of the 
Council, for the public ſervice, in the neceſſary 
defence and ſupport of the government of this 


State, and the protection and preſervation of the 


ſubjects thereof, according to ſuch acts as are or 
ſhall be in force within the ſame. 5 
Axp while the public charges of government, 
or any part thereof, ſhall be aſſeſſed on polls and 
eſtates in the manner that has hitherto been prac- 


tiſed; in order that ſuch aſſeſſments may be made 


with equality, there ſhall be a valuation of the 
eſtates within the State taken anew once in every 
five years at leaſt, and as much oftner as the Ge- 
neral Court ſhall order. | 


ſettling all civil officers within this State ; ſuch | 
officers excepted, the election and appointment of 


' SENATE, | 
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election to be choſen in and by 
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to be elected therein; 
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THERE ſhall be annually elected by the frees | 


en and other inhabitants of this State, quali- 
fied as in this Conſtitution is provided, twelve 
perſons to be Senators for the year enſuing their 
the inhabitants 
of the diſtricts, into which this State may from 


time to time be divided by the General Court, for 
that purpoſe: : And the General Court, in aſſign- 
ing the number to be elected by the reſpective 
diſtricts, ſhall govern themſelves by the proportion 

of public taxes paid by the faid diſtticts; and timely 

make known to the inhabitants of the State, the 


limits of each diſtrict, and the number of Senators 


ſach diſtricts ſhall never be more than ten, nor 
leſs than five. | 

AND the ſeveral Sn in this State, ſhall, 
until the General Court ſhall order otherwiſe, be 


diſtricts for the election of SOR thall ele& 
the following number, viz. _ 


"Rocks ngham, Five, 


 Srafford, Two. 
Hillſborough, T'wyg. 
_ Cheſhire, Two, n 
„dann, One, 
Tak Senate ſhall be the firſt brajeh of the 


legiſlature; and the Senators ſhall be choſen'in the 
following manner, viz. every male inhabitant of 
each town and parith with town- privileges, in the 
ſeveral counties in this ſtate, of twenty one years 
of age and e ds, Having a frechold eſtate in his 


C7 


provided the number of 


VVV 
own right of the value of one hundred pounds, 
fituate in this ſtate, or other eſtate to that amount, 
fhall have a right at the annual or other meetings 
of the inhabitants of ſaid tewns and pariſhes, to 
be duly warned and holden annually forever in 
the month of March, to vote in the town or pariſh 
wherein he dwells, for the ſenators in the ne 
or diſtrict whereof he is a member. 

AnD every perſon, qualified as the conſtitution 
provides, ſhall be conſidered an inhabitant for the 
purpoſe of eleRing and being elected into any 
office or place within this ſtate, in that town, 
pariſh or plantation where he dwellcth and hath 
his Reine. 

Tx ſelectmen of the ſeveral towns and pariſhes 
ed ſhall, during the choice of ſenators, pre- 
fide at ſuch meetings impartially, and ſhall receive 
the votes of all the inhabitants of ſuch towns and 

' pariſhes preſent and qualified to vote for fe- 
nators, and ſhall fort and count the ſame in the 

meeting, and in preſence of the town clerk, who 
fall make a fair record in preſence of the ſelect- 
men, and in open meeting, of the name of every 
perſon voted for, and the number of votes againſt 
his name, and a fair copy of this record, ſhall be 
atteſted by the ſelectmen and town clerk,and ſhall 
be ſealed up and directed to the ſecretary of the 
Nate, with a ſuperſcription expreſſing the purport 
thereof, and delivered by the faid clerk to the 
ſheriff of the county in which ſuch town or pa- 
riſh lies, thirty days at leaſt, before the firſt Wed- 
neiday of June; and the meriff of each county, 

” a” 


3 1 


ö 


=. "TG 8 ſhall deliver all ſuch cortifienten by 


him received, into the ſecretary's office, ſeventeen 


| days, at leaſt, before the firſt Wedneſday of June. 
And the inhabitants of plantations&places unin- 
corporated, qualified as this conſtitution provides, 


who are, or ſhall be, required to aſſeſs taxes upon 


themſelves toads” the ſupport of government, 


or ſhall be taxed therefor ; ſhall have the ſame 


privilege of voting for ſenators in the plantations 


and places wherein they reſide, as the inhabitants 
of the reſpective towns and pariſhes aforeſaid have: 
And the meetings of ſuch plantations and places 


for that purpoſe ſhall be holden annvally in the 


month of March, at ſuch places reſpectively there- 
in, as the aſſeſſors thereof ſhall direct; which 

aſſeſſors ſhall have like authority for notifying the 
electors, collecting and returning the votes, as the 


ſelectmen and town-clerks have in their ſeveral 


_ towns by this conſtitution, 


| AND that there may be a due meeting of ſena- 
tors on the firſt Wedneſday of June annually, the 


Governor and three of the Council for the time 


being, ſhall as ſoon as may be, examine the re- 
turned copies of ſuch records; and fourteen days 
before the ſaid firſt Wedneſday of June, he ſhall 
iſſue his ſummons to ſuch perſons as appear to be 


Choſen ſenators by a majority of votes, to attend 


and take their ſeats on that day : Provided, never- 
theleſs, that for the firſt year the ſaid returned 
copies ſhall be examined by the preſident and five 


of the council of the former conſtitution of go- 
vernment; and the faid preſident ſhall in like 


E 2 manner 


— 


„ manner notify the perſons hes. to attend and 


take their ſeats accordingly, 
Tas ſenate ſhall be final judge of the Mentions, 
returns, and qualifications of their own members, . 
as pointed out in this conſtitution, and ſhall on the 
ſaid firſt Wedneſday of June annually, determine 
and declare, who are elected by each diſtrict to be 
ſenators by a majority of votes: And in caſe there 
ſhall not appear to be the full number returned 


elected by a majority of votes for any diſtri, the 


deficiency ſhall be ſupplied in the following man- 
ner, viz. the members of the houſe of repreſen- 
tatives and ſuch ſenators as ſhall be declared elect- 
ed, ſhall take the names of ſuch perſons as ſhall 
be found to have the higheſt number of votesin 
each diſtrict, and not elected, amounting to twice 
the number of ſenators wanting, if there be fo 
many voted for; and out of theſe ſhall elect by 
Joint ballot the number of ſenators wanted for ſuch 
diſtrict : And in this manner all ſuch vacancies 
ſhail be filled up in every diſtri of the tate, and 


in like manner all vacancies in the ſenate, ariſing 


by death, removal out of the ſtate, or otherwiſe, 
ſhall be ſupplied as ſoon as may be, after ſuch 
vacancies happen. 

Provided nevertheleſs, That no perſon ſhall be 
capable of being elected a ſenator, who is not of 
the Proteſtant Religion, and ſeized of a freehold 
eſtate in his own right of the value of four hun- 
dred pounds, clear of debt, lying within this ſtate, 
and who is not of the age of thirty years, and who 
ſhall not have been an inhabitant ol this ſtate for 

ſeven 
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© Moen, years Ts ns his defini, 


and at the time thereof he ſhall be an inhabitant. 


of the diſtrict for which he ſhall be choſen, 


Tas ſenate ſhall have power to adjourn them- _ 


ſelves, provided ſuch e do not exceed 
two days at a time. 


Tg ſenate ſhall chooſe its own preſident, ap- 
point its own officers, and determine its own rules 
of proceedings. And not leſs than eight members 


of the ſenate fhall make a e for doing 
| buſineſs. 


Tu ſenate ſhall be a court with full power 
and authority to hear and determine all impeach- 


ments made by the houſe of repteſentatives, againſt 
any officer or officers of the ſtate, for miſconduct 


or, mal-adminiftration in their offices. But pre- 
vious to the trial of any ſuch impeachment, the 
members of the ſenate ſhall reſpectively be ſworn, 


truly and impartially to try and determine the 


charge in queſtion according to evidence. Their 
judgment, however, ſhall not extend farther than 
removal from office, diſqualification. to hold or 
enjoy any place of honor, truſt or profit under 


this ſtate ; but the party ſo convicted, ſhall never- 


theleſs be liable to indictment, trial, judgment, and 


PRO e to the laws of the land. 


HOUSE OF * REPRESENTATIVES. 


THERE all he i in the legiſlature of this fate: 
a repreſentation of the people, conſiſting of fifty 
members, apportioned a each county, as fol- 


lows, VIZ, ww 


Tx) 


he the county of 1 1 : 
e eigbt. 5 


Cbeſbire, eight. 
Grafton, four. 
2 And elected in county-conventions. 
In order that the repreſentation of the citizens 
of this ſtate, may be as equal as a large political 


ſociety will admit; every corporate town, and 
pariſh, having town privileges, containing fifty 
rateable polls, may elect one delegate for ſuch 
coenty convention, wherein ſuch town or pariſh 
bes ; every ſuch town, or pariſh, containing one: 


hundred rateable polls, may elect two ſuch dele- 


gates, and ſo proceeding in that manner, making 
fifty the mean increaſing number for every addi- 
tional delegate. And if after the fifties are de- 
ducted, there ſhould remain twenty five, or more 
ſuch rateable polls, that remaining number ſhall _ 
_ entitle ſuch town or pariſh to elect another dele- 
gate therefor, And every corporate town, or pa- 
1iſh with town-privileges, which now, or here- 
after, ſhall not contain fifty rateable polls, ſhall 
have a right to join, or aſſociate with ſome town 
or towns adjoining, for the election of delegates; 


and in ſuch caſes, the voters thus united,ſhail have 


a right to elect the ſame number of delegates, an. 
they would have done were they inhabitants of 
one corporate town; which delegates may be 
elected out of either of the aſſociated towns, or 


pariſhes, indifferently. And the legiſlature, from 


time to time, „ ſhall determine what towns or pa- 


riſhes 
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aſſociation, and the method of callin g and con- 
ducting the meetings of fuch aſſociated towns and 


6» 1 


ithes fall 4% eilte, the manner of Weir 


pariſhes, for the election of delegates to the coun- 


ty conventions. : 


Tux delegates for the county conventions ſhall 


de elected by a majority of written votes, and no 


perſon ſhall be a delegate, unleſs he be of the Pro- 
teſtant Religion, and for two years next preceding 
his election an inhabitant of the town, pariſh, or 


aſſociation, for which he may be choſen ; and 


ſhalt have an eſtate of the value of two hundred 
pounds clear of debt, one half of which, ſhall be a 


freehold whereof he is ſeized i in his own right, 
fituate in the town, pariſn, or aſſociation, for which 


he may be elected. 
Tut meetings of the ſeveral towns, pariſhes 


and aſſociations, for the choice of fuch delegates, 


ſhall after being duly warned; be holden in the reſ- 
pective towns, parifhes & aſſociations } in the month 
of March annually. The ſelectmen of the ſeveral 
towns, pariſhes and aſſociations, ſhall preſide at 
uch meetings, receive the votes of the inhabitants 
thereof preſent, and qualified to vote for ſuch de- 
legates, in preſence of the clerk thereof, who ſhall 
make a fair record in ſaid meeting, in preſenc of 
the ſelectmen, of the names of the delegates choſen 
by a majority. of votes, and of the number of votes 


for each againſt his name; and a fair copy of this 


record ſhall be atteſted by ti lelectmen and clerk. 
of the meetin 8. and 8 delivered to each 
. | 1 

Tur 
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Tut conventions 1 RI ier of repreſenta· 
tives for each county ſhall be holden at the fol- 
lowing time and places, viz, « on the third Wed- 
neſday of April annually, 

At Cheſter, for and in the county of . 
At Rocheſter, for and in the county of Sirafford. 

At Amberſt, for and in the 1 of Hill/bo- 
By tough, | 

At Walpole, f for and. in the county of Cheſhire. 
At Haverbill, for and in the county of Grafton. 
Tux places for holding ſuch conventions, may 

be altered by the legiſlature, for others more con- 
venient within the reſpective counties. 
A quorum of each convention for doing bol 
neſs, ſhall never be leſs than two thirds of its 
members. 

Bac convention ſhall be the judge of the re- 
turns, qualifications,and elections of its own mem- 
bers as pointed out in the conſtitution, ſhall chooſe 
theic own preſident and clerk, and ſettle rules for 
their own proceedings, - 

EAcu county ſhall contain as many diſtricts, as 
the ſame ſhall have repreſentatives, and each diſ- 
ttict in each county, ſhall be ſo divided by the 
reſpective annual conventions, as each ſhall con- 
tain aqual er of rateable Polls, or as near as 
may be. 

Tir ſeveral counties in the ſtate ſhall be ſo 
divided into diſtricts by the convention of each 
county, at their firſt annual meetings; ; and forever 
alter at every fifth annual convention. Which 
bein ; done, each convention, ſhall elect by a 

= . majority 


f 


majority of written votes out of the members who y 
are choſen to compoſe ſuch convention, a repre 


ſentative for each diſtrict; and living within the 


diſtrict for which he may be choſen. And the 
preſident of ſuch convention; with the clerk, ſhall 


{ort and count the votes, and declare who are 
choſen repreſentatives by a majority of votes for 
each diſtrit within ſuch county, and the clerk 
ſhall make a fair record of the names of each 
repreſentative, and of the number of votes for 


each againſt his name, in open convention ; and 


deliver a copy of the record atteſted by the pres 


fident and clerk, to each repreſentative; as ſoon as 


may be; Each convention ſhall have power to 
adjourn themſelves; but not longer than two days 


at a time. All intermediate vacancies in the houſe 
of repreſentatives, may be filled up from time to 


time by the convention of the county wherein the 


ſame may happen, agteeably to the writ from the 
houſe of repreſentatives for that purpoſe : Which 


occaſional convention ſhall be holden at the fame 


places appointed for the annual ones, and at ſuch 
times as the writ ſhall direct; and ſuch repreſen- 
tatives ſhall be elected and returned, in like man- 


ner as thoſe at the annual conventions. 


Taz houſe of repreſentatives ſhall be choſen 


annually, and {hall be the ſecond branch of the 
legiſſature. 

Tur wages and travel to the General Court; 
and returning home, once in every ſeſſion, "ſhall 


be paid out of the public treaſury, to every mem- 


ber, who in the judgment of the houſe, ſhall 


Attend ſeaſonably, a and not 1 without leave. 
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THz houſe of ronreſantotiveethal} be the oiabd 
inqueſt of the ſtate, and all impeachments made 
dy them, ſhall be heard and tried by the ſenate. 
ALL money-bills ſhall originate in the houſe 


of repreſentatives, but the ſenate may propoſe or 
£oncur with amendments as on other bills. 


Tux houle of repreſentatives ſhall have power 
to adjourn ihemiclves, but not longer than two 


days at a time. 
Two thirds of the cada * the 50015 of 


repreſentatives elected, provided the faid two 
"thirds do not amount to a leſs number than thir- 


- by, ſhall make a quorum for doing bufineſs. 
dio member of the houfe of repreſentatives or 

ſenate ſhall be arreſted, or held to hai} on mean 
Process, during his going to, returning from, or 
atiendanee upon the court. 


Tux houſe of repreſentatives hall chooſe heis 


awn ſpeaker, appoint their own officers, ſettle the 
rules of proceedings in their own houſe ; and iſſue 
writs to fill up any intermediate vacancies therein. 
Fhey ſhall have authority to puniſh by impriſon- 


ment, every perſon wha thall be guilty of diſre- 


ſpect to the houſe in its preſence, by any diforderly 


and contemptuous behavieur ; or by threatnening, 
or ill- treating any of its members; or by obſtruct- 


ing its deliberations; every perſon guilty of a 
breach of its privileges in making arreſts for debt, 

or by aſſaulting any of its members during his 
attendance at any ſeſſion, in aſſauliing or diſturbing 
any one of its officers i in the execution of any or- 


der or procecdure of the Houſe, in affaulting any | 


witneſs, | 
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witneſs, or other perſon, ordered to attend by ald 


during his attendance of the houſe, or in reſcuing 
any perſon arreſted by order of the houſe, knows 


ing them to be ſuch. The Senate, and Governor, 


and Council, ſhall have the ſame powers in like 
caſes, provided that no impriſonment by either for 
any offence exceed ten days. 


Tux journals of the proceedings of both houſes 
of the General Court, ſhall be printed & publiſhed 
immediately after every adjournment, or proroga- 
tion; and upon motion made by any one mem 
ber; the yeas and nays upon any queſtion, ſhall 


be taken and entered in the journals. 

Tus legiſlature ſhall once every five years from 
the commencement of this conſtitution, apportion 
the repreſentatives anew-to and for each county, 


according to the number of rateable polls each 


W contain. 
EXECUTIVE POWER. 


_ GOVERN OR. 
THERE ſhall be a ſupreme executive Magiſ- 


trate, who ſhall be tiled, Tus GOVERNOR OF 


THE STATE or NEW-HAMPSHIRE: ; and 


Whoſe TI Tx ſhall be His EXCELLENCY. 
Tu Governor ſhall be choſen annually ; and 


o perſon ſhall be eligible to this office, unleſs at 


tis time of his election, he ſhall have been an 


inhabitant of this ſtate for ſeven years next pre- 


ceding, and unleſs he ſhall be of the age of thirty 
yours, and unleſs he ſhall, at the ſame time, have 


„ 


an eſtate of the value of one thouſand pounds, 
one half of which ſhall conſiſt of a freehold, clear 
of debt, within the ſtate ; and unleſs he {hail be 
of the proteſtant religion. 

Trose perſons qualified to vote for 1 
to the county-coaventions, within the ſeveral! 
towns, pariſhes, and plantations, of this Rate, 
ſhall! at a meeting to be called for that purpoſe, 
ſome Gay in the month of March annually, give 
in their votes for a Governor to the ſelectmen, 
who hall preſide at ſuch meeting, and the clerk 
in the preſence and with the affiſtance of the ſe- 
lectmen, ſhall in open meeting fort and count the 
votes, and form a liſt of the perſons vated for, 
with the number of votes for each perſon againſt 
His name ; and ſhall make a fair record of the 
ſame in the town books, and a public declaration 
thereof in the ſaid meeting; and ſhall in the pre- 
| ſence of ſaid inhabitants ſeal up a copy of ſaid lift 
atteſted by him and the ſelectmen, and tranſmit 
the ſame 10 the ſheriff of the county, thirty days 
at leaſt before the firſt Wedneſday of June, or 
ſhall eauſe returns of the ſame to be made to the 
office of the ſecretary of the ſtate, ſeventeen days 
at leaſt, before ſaid day; who ſhall lay the ſame 
before the ſenate and houſe of repreſentatives on 
the firſt Wedneſday of June, to be by them exa- 
Tained : And in caſe of an election by a majority 
of votes thro? the Rate, the choice ſhall be by 
them declared, and publiſhed : But if no perſon 
ſhall have a majority of votes, the houſe of repre- 

ſentatives ſhall by ballot elect two out of four 
2 perſons | 
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perſons who had the higheſt number af "a 


if ſo many ſhall have 1 voted for; but if 


other wiſe, out of the number voted for; and make 


return to the ſenate of the two perſons ſo elected, 
on which the ſenate ſhall proceed by ballot to 
elect one of them, who ſhall be declared GO- 


VERNOR. 
Tas Governor, th A of nell ſhall 


have full power and authority in the receſs of the 
| general-court, to prorogue the ſame from time 
to time, not exceeding ninety days in any one re- 
ceſs of ſaid court; and during the ſeſſion of ſaid 


court, to adjourn or 7 it to any time the 
two houſes may deſife; and to call it together 


ſooner, than the time to which it may be ad- 
journed, or prorogued, if che welfare of the ſtate 
ſhould require the ſame, 


In caſes of diſagreement between the two TO 


ſes, with regard to the time of adjournment, or pro- 
rogation, the Governor, with advice of Council, 


thall have a right to adjourn or prorogue the Ge- 


neral Court, not exceeding ninety days, at any one 
time, as he may determine the public good may 
require. And he ſhall diſſolve the ſame ſeven 
days before the ſaid firſt Wedneſday of June. 


And in caſe of any infectious diſtemper prevailing 
in the place where the ſaid court at any time is 
to convene, or any other cauſe whereby dangers 


may ariſe to the healths, or lives, of the members 


from their attendance, the Governor may direct 


the ſeſſion to be holden at ſome other the moſt 


convenient place within the I 
Tux 
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Tun Governor 0 this ſtate for che. time being, 
fhall be commander in chief of the army SD 


navy, and all the military forces of the ſtate, by 


ſea and land : and ſhall have full power by him- 


elf, or by any chief commander, or other officer, 


or officers," from time to time, to train, inſtruct, 
exerciſe and govern the militia and navy ; and 


for the ſpecial defence and ſafety of this ſtate, to 


affernbls in in martial array, and put in warlike poſ- 
ture, the inhabitants thereof, and to lead and con- 


duct them, and with them to encounter, expulſe, 
repel, reſiſt and purſue by force of arms, as well 


by ſea as by land, within and without the limits 
of this Nate ; 3 ad alſo to kill, flay, deſtroy, if 
ary, and conquer by all fitting ways, enfer- 
prize and means, all and every ſuch perſon and 
perſons as ſhall, at any time hereafter, in a hoſtile 
manner, attempt or enterprize the deſtruction, 

invaſion, detriment, or annoyance of this ſtate; 
and to uſe and exerciſe over the army and navy, 
and over the militia in actual ſervice, the law mar- 
tial in time of war, invafion, and alſo in rebellion, 
declared by the legiſlature to exiſt, as occaſion ſhall 


neceſſarily require. And alſo from time to time, to 
erect forts, and fortify any place or places withinthe 
aid ſtate, and the ſame to furniſh with all neceſſary 


ammunition, proviſions and warlike ſtores for de- 


4 fence & offence,and to commit, from time to time, 
the cuſtody and government of the ſame, to ſuch 


perſon or perſons as to him may ſeem meet: And 
in times of emergency, the ſaid forts and fortifi - 


cations to > demoliſh at * diſcretion and to take 


and 


1 + 
and lurprize by all ways 5nd means wh: 2 6p; 
all and every ſuch perſon or perſons; with their 


1 ſhips, arms, ammunition, and other goods, as ſhall 


in a hoſtile manner invade, or attempt the in vad - 
ing, conquering, or annoying this ſtate; and in 


fine, that the governor be, and hereby is intruſted 
with all other powers incident to the office of 
Captain- General and Commander in Chief, and 
Adrvival, to be exerciſed agreeably to the rules 
and regulations of the conſtitution, and the laws 


of the land. Provided, that the governor ſhall 
not at any time hereafter, by virtue of any power 


by this conſtitution granted, or hereafter to be 


granted to him by the legiſtature, tranſport any of 


the inhabitants of this ſtate, or oblige them tc | 


march ont of the limits-of the famie, without their 


free and voluntary conſent, or the conſent of the 
general court ; nor grant commiſſions for exerci- | 


fing the Jaw-martial upon any of the inhabitants 


of this ſtate, without the advice and conſent of | 


the Councit of the fame. 

The power of pardoning of offences, 0 
fuch as perſons may be convicted of before the 
fenate by the impeachment of the houſe, ſhall be 


in the Governor, by and with the advice of the 


Council: But no charter of pardon granted by 


the Governor, with advice of council, before con- 


victon, ſhall avail the party pleading the ſame 
notwithſtanding any general or particular expreſ- 
fions contained therein, deſcriptive of the offence 
or 1 ene to be e | 
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411 judicial officers, the NDF” "Ny 
Solicitor-General, all Sheriffs, Coroners, Regiſters 
of Probate, and other civil officers: except ſuch as 
are to be otherwiſe elected or appointed by this 
conſtitution, or the laws of the State, and all 
= | officers of the militia and navy ſhall be nominat- 
c and appointed by the eee by and with 
| the advice and conſent of the council ; and every 
ſuch nomination ſhall be made by the Governor 
-- at leaſt ſeven days prior to ſuch appointment. 
Wo officer, duly commiſſioned to command in 
3 1 the militia, ſhall be removed from his office, but 
by the addreſs of both houſes to the Governor, 
a or by fair trial in court- martial, purſuant to the 
laws of the ſtate for the time being. 5 
Tag commanding officers of regiments ſhall 
- appoint their adjutants and quarter-maſters ; the 
brigadiers their brigade-majors z the major · gene- 
rals their aids ; the captains and ſubalterns their 
non · ommiſfioned officers. 
Txt Governor, with advice of . ſhall | 
appoint all officers of the Continental army, 
VC whom by the confederation of the united ſtates it 
V provided that this ſtate ſhall appoint, as alſo all 
Ft officers of forts and garrifons, - 
Et Tux diviſion of the militia into bie regi-- 
1 ments, and companies, made in purſuance of the 
1 
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ee 


| _ militia laws now in force, ſhalt be conſidered as 
1 the proper diviſion of the militia of this ſtate, 
11 until the fame ſhall be altered by ſome future law. 
RE No monies ſhall be iſſued out of the treaſury, 
gg this ſtate; and e of, (except | ſuch ſums 
; 5 | ns 
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as may be appropriated for the . "of bills 
of credit or treaſurers notes, or for the payment 
of intereſt ariſing thereon) but by warrant under. 
the hand of the governor for the time being, y 
and with the advice and conſent of the council, 
for the neceſſary ſupport and defence of this (tate; 
and for the neceſſary protection and preſervation 
of the inhabitants thereof, agreeably to the acts | 


and reſolves of the general court. 
ALL public boards, the commiff:. fy-general, 


7 


all ſuperintending officers of public magazines and 
| ſtores, belonging .to this ſtate, aud all ccmmand- 
ing officers of furts and parriſons within the fame, 
| ſhall once in every three months officially, and 
without requiſition; and at othet times, when re- 
quired by the governor, deliver to him an account 
of all goods, ſtores, proviſions, ammunition, can- 
non with their appendages and ſmall arms, with _ 
their accoutrements, and of all other public pro- 
perty under their care reſpectively; diſtinguiſhing 
the i and kind of each, as particularly as 
may be; together with the condition of ſuch. 
forts and garriſons: And the commanding officer 


ſhall exhibit to the governor, when required by 


him, true and exact plans of ſuch forts, and of the 


land and ſea or harbor or harbors adjacent. 
AND to prevent an undue influence in this 


| Rate, which the firſt magiſtrate thereof may 


acquire, by the long poſſeſſion of the important 


powers and truſts of that office, as alſo to ſtimu- 


late others to qualify themſelves for the ſervice of 


the public, 1 in che higheſt ſtations, no man ſhall | 


— 
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be ele as 5 governor of this late. more than 


three years in any ſeven. 
Axp as the public good requires, that the 


Governor ſhould not be under the undue influence 


of any members of the two houſes, by a depen- 


dance on them for his ſupport ; that he ſhould _ 


- In all caſes. a@ with freedom for the benefit of the 
public; that he ſhould not have his attention 
neceſſarily diverted from that object to his private 
concerns; and that he ſhould maintain the dig- 
nity of the Rate in the character of its Chief Ma- 
giſtrate; it is neceſſary that he ſhould have an 
| Honorable ſtated Flary of a fixed and permanent 
value, amply ſufficient for thoſe purpoſes, and 
eſtabliſhed by ſtanding laws; and it ſhalt be among 
the firſt acts of the general court after the com- 
mencement of this conſtitution, to eſtabliſh ſuch 
falary by law accordingly. 
= PezManexT and honorable falaries ſhell be 
_ eſtabliſhed by law for the Juſtices of the ſuperior 
EOurt. 


WRENTI VER he _ of the Governz ſhall be 
vecant, by reaſon cf his death, abſence: From the 


fate, or. otherwitz, the Preſident of the Senate, 
Tor the time being, {hall duripg fuch vacancy, 
have and exerciſe all the powers and authorities 
which by this con{inntion the Governor is veſted 
wich when perſonally preſent ; and whenever 


the Preſident ſhall fill the chair, he {hall have no 


. Q- 
11 LE Senate. 
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THERE mall be 2 Connell for adviſing A 


Governor in the executive part of government, 


to conſiſt of five perſons, whom the Governor 
for the time being, ſhall have full power and 


authority to convene from time to time, at his 


diſcretion, and the Governor, with the Counſel- 


lors, or three of them at leaſt, ſhall and may, 


from time to time, hold and keep a council, for 


ordering and direQting the affairs of the ſtate, 


according to the laws of the land. | 
Five Councellors ſhall be annually choſen 
from among the people at large, on the firſt. 
Wedneſday of June annually, by joint ballot of 
the ſenators and repreſentatives in one room aſ- 
ſembled. The qualifications for councellors, ſhall 
be the ſame as thoſe required for ſenators. 
Tre reſolutions and advice of the council ſhall 
be recorded in a regiſter, and ſigned by the mem- 


bers preſent, and this record may be called for at 


any time, by either houſe of the le: iſlature, and 
any member of the council may enter his opinion 
contrary to the reſolution of the majority. 

AND whereas the elections appointed to be 


made by this conſtitution, on the firſt Wedneſday 
of June annually, by the two houſes of the legif- 


lature, may not be completed on that day, the ſaid 
elections may be adjourned from day to day votil 
the ſame ſhall be completed. And the ordel of 
the elections ſhall be as follows; the vacancies in 

the ſenate, if any, ſhall be firſt filled up; the 


„„ Goveruor 
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Governor ſhall then be elected, beer "IHR 

ſhauld be no choice of him by the people: And 

| afterwards the two houſes thail proceed to the 
. EicRtivn of the Council. 


| SECRETARY. TREASURER, 
/COMMISSARY: GENERAL, &c. 


THE 3 e and eee 
General, ſhall be choſen by joint ballot of the 
ſenators and repreſentatives in one room : And 
no man ſhall be eligible as treaſurer or commiſ- 
ſary-general of this ſtate, more than five years 
ſucceffively. 

Tux records of the ſtate ſhall be kept! in the 

oſice of the ſecretary, who may appoint his depu- 
ties, for whoſe conduct he ſhall be auſwerable, and 
he ſhall attend the governor and council, the ſe- 
nate and repreſentatives, in perſon, or by deputy, 
as they may require. 


_COUN E TREASURER, PE 


THE . eaſurers, TY Regiſters af 
Deeds, ſhall be elected by the inhabitants of the 
ſeveral towns, in the feverzt counties in the ſtate, 

according to the method now practiſed, and the 

pieſent laws of the ſtate : And before they enter 

upon the. buſi:ieſs of their offices, ſhall be reſpec- 

tively ſworn faithfully to diſcharge the gates 

thereof, and ſhall ſeverally give bond with ſuffi- 

| Lient e in a reaſonable ſum for the uſe of 
the 
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che county, for the punctual performance of thele 
ec truſts, 1 | 


| JUDICIARY POWER. 


” THE tenure, that all commiſſion officers ſhall 5 
have by law in their offices, ſhall be expreſſad in 
their reſpective commiſſions. All judicial officers, 
duly appointed, commiſſioned and ſworn, ſhall 
hold their offices during good behaviour, except- 
ing thoſe concerning whom there 1 is a different 


roviſion made in this conſtitution: Provided 
nevertheleſs, the governor, with conſent of council, 
may remove them upon the addreſs of both hou- 


ſes of the legiſlature, . 
Eacn branch of the legiſlature, : as well as the 


governor and council, ſhall have authority to re- 


quire the opinions of the juſtices of the ſuperior 
court upon important queſtions of law, and upon 


folemn occafions. . 


In order that the people may not ſuffer from 


the long continuance in place of any juſtice of the 


peace, who ſhall fail in diſcharging the impor- 
tant duties of his office with ability and fidelity, 

all commiſſions of juſtices of the peace ſhall expire 

and become void, in the term of five years from 


their reſpeQive dates; and upon the expiration 


of any commiſſion, the fame may it neceſſary, be 
renewed, or another perſon appointed, as ſhall 
moſt conduce to the well-being of the ſtate. 
Tur judges of probate of wills, and for grant- 
in 8 letters of adminiſtration, ſhall hold their courts. 


at 
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at ſuch place or places, on ſuch fixed days, as the 


convenience of the people may require. And the 


legiſlature ſhall from time to time, hereaſter ap- 


point ſuch times and places, until which appoint- 
ments the ſaid courts ſhall be holden at the times 


and plats. which the e Judges ſhall di- 


rect. 
— Az cauſes of marriage, divorce and ny, 
and all appeals from the reſpective judges of pro- 
bate, ſhall be heard and. tried by the aher. 
court, until the legiſlature ſhall, by law, make 
5 other proviſion. 


CLERKS Or. COURTS. 
THE lecke of 3 . Court of Judies- 


ture, Inferior Courts of Common Pleas, and Ge- 
neral Seſſions of the Peace, ſhall be appointed by 


the reſpective courts during pleaſure. And to 


prevent any fraud or unfairneſs in the entries and 


records of ſaid courts, no ſuch clerk ſhall be of 
_ counſel in any cauſe in the court of which he is 


clerk, nor ſhall he fill N writ in ay civil action 


whatſoever. 1 


DELEGATES To CONGRESS. 


THE Delegates of this State to the Congreſs of 


the United States, ſhall ſometime between the firſt 


Wedneſday of June and the firſt Wedneſday of 


September annually, be elected by the ſenate and 


houle of repreſentatives | in their ſeperate branches; 


to 
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to ferve in congreſs far one year, to commence on 
the firſt Monday inNovember then next enſuing. 


They ſhall have commiſſions under the hand 


_ of the governor, and the great ſeat of the fate 3 

but may be recalled at any time within the year, 
and others choſen and commuſioned, in the fame 
manner, in their ſtead. And they ſhall have the 


fame qualifications in all reſpects, as by this con- 


ſtitution are required for the governor. 


No per fon ſhall be capable of being a delegate 


to Congreſs, for more than three years in any 
term of ſix years ; nor ſhalk any perſon being a 


delegate, be capable of holding any office under 
the United States, for which he, or any other for 
his benefit, receives oy. Tabor, or emolument of 


any kind. 
ENCOURAGEMENT OF LITERATURE, 
KN 0 WL E IF: E, and learning, gevierally 


diffuſed through a community, being effen- 
tial to the preſervation of a free government, 


and ſpreading the opportunities and advantag ges of 


education through the various parts of the wn 
try, being highly conducive to promote this end ; 

it ſhall be the duty of the legiſlators and miagit> 
trates, in all future periods of this government, 
to cheriſh the intereſt of literature and the ſci- 


ences, and all ſeminaries and public ſchools, to 


encourage private and public inſtitutions, rewards 
and immunities for the promotion of agriculture, 
arts, ſciences, commerce, 2 manufactures and 
natural 
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Aitural hiſtory of the country; to countenance 


and inculcate the . of humanity and ge- 
neral benevolence, public and private charity, 
induſtry and &conoiny, honeſty and punctuality 


in their dealings; fincerity, ſobriety and ail ſocial 


affections, and generous ſentiments, en the 


e 
Oatb and fi 1 ſubſeripeions ; aches from TOY ; 


* commiſſians z writs ; confirmation of laws ; 


| habeas corpus; tbe enatting tile; continu- 
ance af officers ; proviſion for a future r re- 
7 fi ton of the. inmkon, &c. 


ANY perſon choſen Goverhor, Comnteilos, 
Senator or Repreſentative, accepting the 
truſt, ſhall before he proceeds to execute the 
duties of his offic de, make and ſubſcribe the fol- 


lowing declaration, viz. 


J A. B. do truly and . acknowledge, 


profeſs, teſtify and declare, that the State of New- 
Hampſhire is, and of right ought to be, a free, 
ſovereign, and independent State; and do ſwear 


' that I will bear faith and true allegiance to the | 


ſame, and that I wilt defend it againſt all treach- 
erous conſpiracies and hoſtile attempts whatever ; 


and that 1 do renounce any ſubjectian and obedi- 


ence to the Sovereign, or government of Great- 
Britain, and every foreign power whatſoever, 


end that no foreign prince, perſon, prelate, late 


or potentate, hath, or ought to bave, any juriſ- 
dickion, Superiority, ene, autbority diſe 


DS 
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benſi ng or arty power, in any matter cull ec⸗ 
clefiaftical; or political within this State, except 
the power and authority which is, or may be veſted 
by their Conſtituents i in the Congreſs of the United 
States + And 1 do further te 75 and declare, 
that no man or body of men, hath or can bave, a 
right to abſolve me from the obligation of this 
oat b, declaration or affirmation ; and that I da 
make this acknowledgement, profel ton, teſtimony, 
declaration, denial aud renunciation, boneftly and 
truly, according to the common acceptation of the 
foregoing words, without any equi vocation, men- 
bal evaſi oh or ſecret reſervation whatever. . 
| So help me GOD. 
TA. B. do ſolemnly and ſincerely ſwear and 
effirm, that Iwill faithfully and impartially diſ- 
charge and perform all the duties incumbent on 
me as; according to the beſt 
of my abilities, agreeably to the rules and regula- 
trons of this Conſtitution, and the laws of the 
State of Neu- Hampſbire. 1 
80 help me G OD” 
Provided always, When any Perſon choſen 
or appointed as aforeſaid, ſhall be of the deno- 
mination called Quakers, or ſhall be ſcrupulous 
of ſwearing, and ſhall decline taking the faid 
oaths, ſuch ſhall take and ſubſcribe them, omitt- 
ing the word sw IAR and likewiſe the words 
« 80 help me God” ſubjoining inſtead thereof, 
This I do under the ng and PO of 


perjury. 
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And the oaths or affirmations ſhall be Wn 
and ſubſcribed by the Governor, before the Pre- 


fident of the Senate in the preſence of the two 
Houſes of Aﬀembly ; and by the Senate and 


Repreſentatives firſt elected under this Conſti- 
tution, before the Preſident and three of the 
Council of the former Conſtitution, and forever 


afterwards, before the Governor and Council 
for the time being; and by the refidue of the 


officers aforeſaid, before ſuch perſons, and in 
ſuch manner as from time to time ſhall be 


preſcribed by the Legiſlature. . 
All commiſſions ſhall be in the name of the 5 
State of New-Hampſhire, figned by the Go- 

vernor, and atteſted by the Secretary, or his 

deputy, and ſhall have the great ſeal of the State 

affixed thereto, | 
All writs iſſuing out of theClerk's office in any 
ok the courts of law, ſhall be in the name of the 
State of New-Hampſhire ; ſhall ,be under the 
ſeal of the court whence they iue and bear 
teſt of the chief, firſt, or ſenior Juſtice of the 
court; but when ſuch Juſtice ſhall be intereſted, 
then the writ ſhall bear teft of ſome other Juſ- 
tice of the court, to which the ſame ſhall be re- 
turnable, and be ſigned by the Clerk of ſuch. 


Court. 


All ne: oreſentments and informa- : 
tions ſhall conclude againſt th 2 and dig- 


mity of the State. 


The eſtate of ſuch perſons as may 3107 
their own lives, ſhall not for that offence be 


loricited, 


Py 
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forfeited, bu deſcend or 18 in the fame — 
manner, as if ſuch perſons had died in a nat. 
ral way, Nor ſhall any article, which fhall 43 


accidentally occaſion the death of any perſon, 
be henceforth deemed a deodand, or in any- 
wiſe forfeited on account of ſuch misfortune. 
All the laws which have heretofore been 
adopted, uſed and approved, in the Province, FD. 
Colony, or State of New-Hampſhire, and uſual- 1 
ly practiſed on in the courts of law, ſhall ſtill 
remain and be in full force, until altered and 
repealed by the Legiſlature ; ſuch parts there- * 1 
of only excepted, as are repugnant to the rights © \ 3 
and liberties contained in this conſtitution. _ Reel 
The priviledge and benefit of the Habeas 
Corpus, ſhall be enjoyed in this State, in the 1 
moſt free, eaſy, cheap, expeditious, and ample 1 
manner, and ſhall not be ſuſpended by the Le- 
| giflature, except upon the moſt urgent and "2 s 
preſſing occafians, and for a time not exceeding \ 
three months. os 
The enacting ſtile in making and paſſing 
acts, ſtatutes as laws, ſhall be- BE IT ENAC T- 
ED by the Senate and Hoſe of ee 
in General Court convened. | 
No Governor, or Judge of the Superior Court, 
ſhall hold any office or place, under the autho- 1 
rity of this State, except ſuch as by this Conſti- e 
tution they are admitted to hold, ſaving that the WF 
Judges of the ſaid Court may hold the offices of? 15 | 
Juſtice of the Peace throughout the State'; nor 2 
ſhall oy hold any place or _ or receive 1 
HA % wy 8 
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1 any penſion or 8 from any other State, Er. 
1 N Government or Power whatever. . 
= No perſon ſhall be capable of exercifing at! 
* che ſame time, more than one of the following tio 
1 offices within this State, viz. Judge of Probate, ſh: 
=. - Sheriff, Regiſter of Deeds; and never more eig 
1 than two offices of profit which may be held pc 
5 by appointment of the Governor, or Governor || fic 
= and Countil, or Senate and Houſe of Repre- to 
* ſentatives, or Superior or Inferior Courts; mi- re 
= litary offices and oftices of Juſtices of the Peace = = 
1 excepted. : | ju! 
# No perſon hallding the office of Judge of the ch 
BY Superior Court, Secretary, Treaſurer of the an 
oo State, Judge of Probate, Commiſſary-General, . 
E Military Officers receiving pay from the Conti- H. 

nent or this State; excepting officers of the ve 

militia occaſionally called forth on an emergen- tut 

cy, Judge of the Inferior Court of Common | en 


Pleas, Prefident, Profeſſor or Inſtructor of any | 8 
College, Sheriff, or Officer of the Cuſtoms, in- ſh 


cluding naval officers, ſhall at the ſametime have of 

: a ſeat in the Senate orHouſe of Repreſentatives, Ii pa 
or Council; but their being choſen or appoint- Bc 

ed to and accepting the ſame ſhall operate as en 

2 reſignation of their Scat in the Senate or || en 
Houſe of Repreſentatives or Council, and the Su 
piece ſo vacated ſhall be filled u. th 

No perſon ſhall ever be admitted to hot: a | wi 

Seat in the Legiſlature, or any office of truſt or | rit 


— importance under this Government, Who in the 
1 due courſe of aw, has been couvicted of brib- on 
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ery e or corruption in obtaining an eleQtion or- 
appointment. Is 
In all cafes where Toms: of money. are men- 5 
tioned in this Conſtitution, the value thereof 
ſhall be computed in filver at fix x ſhillings and 
eight pence per ounce : And it ſhall bein the 
power of the Legiſlature to increaſe ſuch quali- 

- fications as to property of perſons to be elected 
to offices, as the circuraſtances of the State may 
require. 

Deo the end that there may be no fulllics of 
juſtice or danger ariſe to this State from a 
change of the form of Government, all civil 
and military officers, holding commiſſions un- 
der the Government and People of New- 
Hampſhire, and other officers of the ſaid Go- 
vernment and People, at the time this Conſti- 
tution ſhall take effect, ſhall hold, exerciſe and 

_ enjoy all the powers and authorities to them 

granted and committed, until other perſons 
mall be appointed in their ſtead. All courts 
of law 1 in the buſineſs of their reſpective de- 

. partments, and the Executive and Legiſlative 
Bodies and Perſons, ſhall continue in full force, 
enjoyment and exerciſe of all their truſts and 
employments, until the General Court and the 
Supreme and other Executive officers under. 

this Conſtitution, are deſignated and inveſted 

with their reſpectiye truſts, ene and autho- 5 

„ 11 bf. 

i form of Government ſhall be enrolled 

on parchment, and depolited i in the Secretary's 


eflice, 5 
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| office 2 be a part of the 3 of the and, 

and printed copies thercof ſhall be preſixed to 

Fl e books containing the laws of this 8 in 
1 al future editions thereof, | 

FEST, To preſerve an effectual adherence to the 
15 | principles of the Conſtitution, and to correct 
any Violations thereof; as well as to make 
ſuch alterations therein, as from experience 


he who ſhall aſſemble and vote in conſequence 
pv of faid precepts, are in favor of ſuch reviſion 
LY and amendmeats, the General Court ſhall iſſue 

bo -. Precepts, or direct them to be iſſued from the 
N „F e to the ſeveral towns and un- 
1 incorporated places to elect delegates to meet 
. in Convention for the purpoſe aforeſaid : The 
- ald delegates. to be choten in the ſame manner 
And proportion as the delegates to the annual 

county Conventions, are by this Conſtitution, 
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8 may be found neceſſary, the General Court 
=. ſhall after the expiration of ſeven years from 
ite time this Conſtitution ſhall take effect, iffue 
1 their precepts to the ſelectmen of the ſeveral 
| £2 towns, and to the aſſeflors of unincorporated 
1 places withig this State, directing them to con- 
vene the qualified voters therein, for the pur- 
pole ot £0 llecting their ſentiments on the ne- 
CCeeſſity or expediency of reviſing the Conſtitu- 
1 tion in order for amendments ; And if it ſhall 
1 appear by the returns made, that two thirds 
5 of the qualified voters throughout the State 


| 22.0 C7: 


SO bp eh 9 * ae 2 : 
| G v4 4 * 

* 1 * þ 2 * ; * 7 | | | A f 
* * * a I 1 OF 5 125 * ; N 
W: 8 , « = 4 id 3 : .. : : $ | ; 
a, x — 5 pe =o 1 os : ; 2 0 2 

5 { ) 3 2 ] | = bg * . 83 45 
1 - : I 1 n . 8 

: 5 a ; 

a - A | 
FA 4. # ” . * %% 8 - . / f = £5 a 

4 F ES / 

| . »» 


D ESOLVED, that this Convention be adjourned © 
IX 7 the fourth Wedneſday of January neut, ts | 
meet at Concord; and that ſeven hundred copies 
of the PLAN of Government, which is agreed 
upon, to be printed, including ſuch as ſhall be order= _ 
ed to each member of the General. Court, and of the 
Convention, be ſent to the ſelectmen of each town,and 
aſſeſſors of each plantation, under the direction of © 
. the Committee appointed for that purpoſe : And that 
the ſelectimen and aſſeſſors be requeſted as ſoon as may 
be to lay the ſame before the inhabitants of their 
' reſpective towns and plantations. And if the major 
part of the inhabitants of ſaid towns and plantati- 
ons diſapprove of any particular part of the fame, 
that they be defired to flate their objections diſtinctly 
and the reaſons therefor, And the ſelectmen and 
aſſeſſors are deſired to tranſmit the ſame to the Con- 
vention on the fourth Wedneſday of January afore- 
| fard, or to the Secretary of the Convention before 
then, in order for the reviſion and confideration of 
the Convention at the adjournment ; with the num- 
ber of voters in ſaid towns and plantations meet. 
ings, on each fide of the queſtion : That the Con- 
vention may be able to collect the general ſenſe of the © 
people of this State on the ſeveral parts of the pr. 
Poſed Conſtitution : And if there ſhould not appear 
to be two thirds of the prople- in favor thereaf, 
that the Convention may alter it in ſuch mannen as 
may be moſt agreeable to the ſentiments of tu 
thirds of the voters throughout this State. 
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